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One Love. One Chance. One Sacrifice.

The major part of the story is set in Nepal, Kanthmandu and on Mount Everest. A group of people are setting up an expidition to climb the highest mountain of the world, the big E. All of them love climbing and they are determined to go for the summit, no matter what it takes. 

Sam McGrath is working in computing, is aged of 29 and lives in Seattle. He is almost an olympic marathon runner and trains a lot. However Sam has reached a low point in his life. Therefor, by an impulse he follows a young attractive female doctor to the Himalayas to climb Mount Everest. He has not been climbed since he was 12, when his father during a solo climbing fell and broke the lower part of his back. His father was a famous climber, before he become disabled, and always wanted his only son to become one as well. However Sam rejected because of the high pressure on him. Sam is six feet tall, dark haired, fit and handsome. He's spontaneous, sociable and has a glitter of laugher in his eyes. Sam allways want to get approvid that he is good enough and that drags him further. 

Finich Buchanan is working as a medical doctor on the exhibition. She is 32 years old and is normally running her own practice in Vancouver. She is slim, has brown wide set eyes and her hair-style looks like a feather of dark hair. Finich is a bit of a tomboy and likes to dress in sweaters and baggy dungarees. Her character is very active and she likes physical challenges. She love parachuting, scoubadiveing, down-hill skiing, but most of all extreme sports she love climbing. Finich has climbed most of the major peaks and she found it very hard to settle down before having a try on Everest. She has a quite short fuse and is really determined but at the same time warm-hearted and independent. Her biggest fear is to go by airplane when she can’t have the control.

Al Hood is 45 and the leader of the commercial expidition. He is recently divorced and has a daughter of 18. It was his implicate love for climbing that broke his marriage. He was living in North Wales, but his job is to lead mountaineer expiditions. The only major peek he hasn’t reached yet was Mount Everest, which is the biggerts aim in his life. He promised his daughter that it was the last expidition he was going to do, then he would leave climbing for good. Al is a man of middling height, well-build, green eyes and brow hair. He doesn't care much about what he is wearing unless it is practical and comfortable. Al's personality was as he would describe as being essential for a serious mountaineer: energetic, abel and tolerante. He was also brave and generous in the largest things, as well as an uncompromising man.

Excluding Al, Finich and Sam, the groop containded five clients. Two Americans Vern and Ted, one Brittish wrighter Sandy, one quite young silent guy Mark from Brittain and Rix, who talked to much. They were a good team and their spirits were high when they climed together from one camp to another. 

They stayed the last night on their way up at a camp called South Col 26,OOO feet over sea level. When they woke up in their tents the last day of climbing, it was still dark. The wind screamed across the South Col, driving fresh snow off the rocks in a solid white wall. The air up there was thin and the wind strong. If you only want to take just a few steps outside the tents, you have to combine all you muscles and will. Their tent roof was straining. It seamed like the whole strukture rocked as if the slightest increase in wind speed would tear ut from anchorings and whril it into Tibet.

They started climing in darkness only with the lights of their head torchs. Finich couldn't reach the summit, her left foot become deapfrozen half way up, so she had to go down. The two Americans were the first to reach the topp, then came Rix and Mark. Sandy died of exhaustion shortly after reaching the summit. Sam and Al who was trying to help everybody, were the last to reach the top. 

The veiw was amazing, better than every postcard in the world. In every direction a thousands of peaks laid behind them, tounged with the tiny streams of huge glaciers. Al and Sam stood their together on the summit of the world and all the effort the climb had cost was forgotten. It was late, the blue sky was already fading fast into eerie green. Their oxygen cylinders and torch light were running out. They have to get down as fast as possible, but their energy was too low so they couldn't move fast enough. 

Sam and Al todled around in darkness and decided to digg themself down a few hours before dawn. They tried to stay awake cuddled down to get some warmth, but when dawn came Al was dead. He had done a sacrifice for Sam, lying on the top of him getting most of the cold and wind. A terrible hard determation to live took hold of Sam and he started to climp down to the South Col by himself. He couldn't understand why Al had put him before himself, but he was too exausted to think while he struggled back to the camp.

Finich was nearly destroyd because of Al's death. She had met Al five years ago after climbing K2 and he was the only man she had ever loved. They were going to get married after this final expidition now when he had left his wife.

The lost of Al and their experience on the mountain made a strong bound between them. Finich realised that Sam was the only one that could truely understand her after what she's been through. After her mother had an heart attack she finally understood how fragil she was and desided that Sam was the right man for her to settle down with. She went to Seattle and Sam was more than glad to see her because for him it had been love at first sight.

The language is full of describing adjektivs and while you read the book you can imagine the atmosphere and how it would be looking up on the mointains. In parts the book it’s so gripping you can't put it away. Even though the characters are doing a major expidition the story is more focused on their feelings and thoungts than what is acctually happening. 

The novel is a work of fiction although it seems very realistic, maybe because the author gives so detailed desciptions and background information, or because it so smartly weaves everything together like a spiders web.

I find all of the main characters very interesting. They are all smart, strong willed and heading for the same goal in life, trying to find out where their absolute limit is. 

The work is very unpredictable and often takes turns to new directions. That's why it's so hard to stop reading when you've started.

The book is absolutely one of the best I have read and it touched me deaply. I think the story is particulary well done and I couldn't help to become tearful at some emotional strong situations. I can highly recommend the novel to everybody, not only one’s who loves mountain.

